8        HINDU TALES FROM THE SANSKRIT
about his dream and that he was a&aid his dear ones were starring for want of the money he used to earn for them.
" Don't worry about them," was the reply : " we will let your wife know what keeps you away. We will whisper in her ear when she is asleep, and she will be so glad to think of your happiness that she will forget her own troubles."
11.  Do you think what the fairies said to the woodcutter was likely to comfort him about Ms wife and children ?
12.  If you had been in Subha Datta's place what would you have said to the fairies when they made this promise ?
CHAPTER VII.
SUBHA DATTA was very much cheered by the sympathy of the fairies, so much so that he decided to stop with them for a little longer at least. Now and then he felt restless, but on the whole the time passed pleasantly, and the pitcher was a daily delight to him.
Meanwhile Ms poor wife was at her wits' end how to feed her dear children. If it had not been that the two boys; were brave, plucky little chaps, she really would have been in despair. "When their father did not come back and all their efforts to find him were in vain, these boys set to work to help their mother. They could not out down trees, but they couid climb them and chop off smaJl branches with their axes; and this they did, making up buixdles of faggots and idling them to their neighbours. These neighbours